
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applicant: Jeff Palmer 
Location: Approx. 765 W 
3050 S 
Prepared by: Sean Conroy, 
Community Development 
Director 
Public Hearing: No  
Zone: A-2 
Attachments: 

1. Application 
materials.  

2. MCC Chapter 9.24. 
 
 

August 5, 2015 

REQUEST 
Consideration of a request to construct a private underground gun range on 
a residential lot located at 765 West 3050 South.  
 
BACKGROUND AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The applicant owns lot 1 of the Horizon Heights subdivision, which is 3.4 acres in 
size.  The site is developed with a single family residence and a detached structure.  
The applicant is proposing to construct an additional detached structure that will 
include an underground gun range.  The gun range is approximately 12 feet below 
ground and is for hand guns only.    
 
EVALUATION 
Mapleton City Code Chapter 9.24.020 prohibits the discharging of firearms within 
the City with six exceptions.  Exception “E” states the following:  

“The discharge of appropriate firearms will be allowed on approved 
firearms ranges and facilities, with prior approval of the city council.” 

The primary concern related to a gun range is the safety of the users and of 
adjacent property owners.  With the proposed range located approximately 
12 feet below grade, there should be no safety concerns for neighboring 
property owners.  The building official will ensure that it is constructed to 
proper specifications to ensure the safety of the users.    
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approve the private gun range with the following special condition: 
 

1.    The gun range shall be for private use only and shall not be used as a 
commercial gun range.   
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MCC Chapter 9.24.020: DISCHARGING FIREARMS: 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge a firearm within the city limits of Mapleton City except 
under the following conditions: 

A. Any duly sworn peace officer or division of wildlife resources personnel in the performance of his 
duty. 

B. Livestock owners are allowed to kill depreciating animals as long as they are in compliance with 
other city or state codes or rules. 

C. Any individual that has received a permit from an appropriate state agency to take wild animals 
that are causing damage to agricultural or greenbelt property. Under this exception only the use 
of "archery equipment" as defined in section 9.24.010 of this chapter may be used. 

D. A resident has the right to use force in defense of life and property in compliance with the state 
statutes governing that defense. 

E. The discharge of appropriate firearms will be allowed on approved firearms ranges and facilities, 
with prior approval of the city council. 

F. It is unlawful for shotguns to be discharged within six hundred feet (600') of any dwelling, house, 
barn, poultry yard, corral, feeding pen, stockyard or any enclosures where domestic animals are 
kept or fed, unless the written permission of the person in lawful possession of such building or 
enclosure is first had and obtained. Where it is permitted to discharge a shotgun, the size shot is 
restricted to no larger than BB size 

 

http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/getBookData.php?ft=3&find=9.24.010
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